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As we hurtle towards the end of another school year
many of us are reflecting on the year that has passed.
Staff at BPS understand what an extraordinary school
we have created together. People, children and adults,
care about each other – the atmosphere is energised
and positive. It is clear that everyone is focused on
helping children to be thoughtful, creative, generous
and responsible, and as adults we do our best to model
that, too.
Thank you to our families for your support again this year. And while we say a fond farewell to
our Year 7 graduates, we look forward to welcoming our gorgeous new Receptions in 2020 (the
roaring 20s?). We also farewell some families, some of whom have had two or three children
make their way through the school over several years, and wish them all the best.
We hope you have a safe, relaxing and happy Summer break.
See you next year!

Spring-time Flower Wreaths created by Studio 7 and 8 children.

Shinrin-yoku
Since the dawn of time, many cultures have
understood the importance of being in nature
and how it makes us feel. The sounds of the
forest, the scent of the trees, the sunlight playing
through the leaves, the fresh, clean air - these
things give us a sense of comfort. Japanese fold
call it Shinrin-yoku (Forest bathing).
We are so fortunate that we live and learn in an
environment where we are never far from a tree.
At our school children enjoy learning outside,
with the secret garden a favorite place to read,
play and practise team work. Being up a tree,
under a tree, surrounded by trees is beneficial for
our minds, wellbeing and physical health.

India - hard at work last holidays.

Natural Resources Adelaide
and Mount Lofty Ranges
School Environment Grant
Our Patch - Revegetation and
Construction of an Outdoor Learning
and Play Space.

This year, we won a grant from the
NRM to redevelop the area at the
front of the school.
Studio 3 worked together to design the
space. We have spent an increasing
amount of time connecting with
nature, exploring and learning in the
outdoors, and have found that we
can shift the learning outdoors for
many curriculum areas. We decided
that we wanted areas for small group
and independent learning, as well as
an area for a whole class to gather
together.

Dear Teachers,
Here is a poem to convince you of the benefits
of learning in the outdoors.
Please take us outside for part of each day
We promise to work, not just play.
We won’t have plastic, just plants
Plus outside there is room to prance.
We can get more Vitamin D
And might see a pretty buzzing bee.
The nature and birds will fill you with joy
We really don’t need all that technology or toys.
Just step out of the classroom door
And enjoy your surroundings in awe.
So please let us go outside someday
Not sit in the stuffy classroom all day.
From Chloe (S3)

Much of the funds were spent on rocks,
from Carey Gully Quarry. Daryl (our
groundsman) restored the timber hexagon
to its former glory, and we hope to have
this stage completed by the end of term.
The next step is for us to work with Nicola
(Greta and Rowan’s mum) to revegetate
the space with indigenous plants. The plan
is to create a beautiful living example of
biodiversity using plants of environmental
and cultural significance.
Now we are convincing other teachers to
take more of their lessons outside...
Claire
Fantastic work S3, Claire and Nicola!
Barb

COMMUNITY PICNIC AND DISCO

Our first Community Picnic and Disco was well received this year.
The kids (and teachers) had a great time bopping in the gym while families enjoyed beautiful music,
lawn games and tapas on the oval.
Thank you to Chris Koto (Lani & Winnie’s dad) and his sister Tali for providing such beautiful music on
the night. Everyone loved it!
Thank you to the organisers and
volunteers who do so much to make
events like this such a success.

SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES
CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENTS
BONYTHON HALL,
UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE
Keynote speaker John Gardner, Minister for Education, spoke of
the researched benefits that learning a second (or third)
language can bring.
Congratulations to BPS award recipients:
Willa - Award of Merit - Year 3 Spanish
Edie - Award of Merit - Year 6 Italian

HOLIDAY READING
Growing up in the 21st Century is a complex task. Adolescent mental health and substance abuse issues
are growing and even primary schools are finding more children are struggling with self-regulation or
anxiety. One of the best things we can do is to teach children to manage kid sized problems that are a
normal part of growing up. At school, when children are having difficulty, we encourage them to find
resolutions through the processes we teach and support them to use. This allows them to build trust in
themselves to deal with big feelings, develop their social skills and have the confidence and capability
to sort things out.
A couple of good reads for parents:
The Good News about Bad Behaviour - Why kids are less disciplined
than ever and what to do about it - Katherine Reynolds Lewis (2018)
Looking for a holiday read that shines light on why kids don’t do what
we want them to do, and how to build independence and
responsibility? The blurb promises “You’ll recognise your own family in
Lewis’s sensitive, realistic stories, and you’ll find a path to making
everyone in your home more capable, kinder and happier – including
yourself.” www.KatherineRLewis.com

The Art of Growing Up - John Marsden, (2019)
If you’re a fan of John Marsdens’ novels, including THE TOMORROW SERIES, you
may be surprised to hear that he is also a principal. John has penned a ‘warts
and all’ look at growing up aimed at parents and schools.
The first chapter is titled: THE PEOPLE WHO MATTER MOST: PARENTS.

DRUMMAGEDDON 2019

Just Too Deadly Awards
The Just Too Deadly Awards are to recognise and showcase the
contribution and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders to
their community and Australian society.
Bridgewater PS are very proud of our Aboriginal students and we had a
number attend the JTD Awards this term. Brock is graduating this year and
received a special mention and this cool t-shirt.
“Brock, you should feel extremely proud of standing here today. All of us at
Bridgey are proud of you. You have overcome more challenges than most
and are graduating ready for high school. Your hard work towards your
academic learning has meant you have caught up and started overtaking your peers in many areas
of learning. You have grown as a person who has resilience, persistence and is a good friend to others.
You are strong, you are smart, you are ready for high school. We know you will do great things Brock.
Congratulations.”

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)
Studio 9 had a week of STEM challenges with Ian this term.
A highlight was the egg
drop challenge. Many a
student has taken on the
egg drop challenge;
parents may even
remember doing it at
school themselves. You
need to create a vessel
which will protect an egg
from breaking when
dropped from a height.
This being Bridgey and
having Ian teach the
lesson, the eggs weren’t
dropped from a table, or
the top of the stairs, they
weren’t even dropped
from the roof, they were
dropped from a pulley
around 15m up a tree!
There was plenty of fun,
plenty of engineering and
science learning and, to
the student’s credit, not a
lot of yoke!

Student Parliament
Student Parliament sat a number of times this term and, led by Prime Minister Lotte, discussed issues
important to our students. They made the following decisions.
Students are trying to get more equipment in the yard after the loss of the old fort and the swings in
recent times. The good news is there are now more swings than ever in the yard after work was
completed last term. Students discussed ideas for new equipment but balanced their ideas with the
realities of the cost for making safe, compliant areas with retaining walls. As a result Student Parliament
has endorsed a Local Schools Community Fund grant proposal to Rebekha Sharkie MP’s office for
money to install outdoor musical instruments. Fingers crossed!
Parliament decided to buy an iPad microphone to support the filming of Bridgey Primary News (BPN)
which is a student led news program which you can see on our website in the News section.
Tree climbing is a common sight in our playground and is something students and staff want to carry on
having as part of play at lunch and recess. Student Parliament discussed the risks and benefits of tree
climbing and have audited trees. They are in the process of deciding which trees are safe to climb and
how high.
Bridgey’s Got Talent is a completely student organised and run event. Student Parliament decided on all
the criteria for entry, prizes and ran the event on the day. It was a big success and picking the winners
was tough!
Next year the Parliament want to improve the condition of the stinky toilets!
Power to the people!!!

Isabelle (S9), Evie (S9), PM Lotte (S9) and Sonny (S7)

Dani couldn’t help herself she had to join in!

Warming up prior to lessons.

Our Studio 3 and 4 artists ’Patterned the Landscape’.

THANKS FIRIES!
After our first school closure for Catastrophic Fire conditions,
we decided to hold a ‘Casual Day’ (gold coin donation) to
raise funds for our local CFS. We raised over $300!
Somehow they got wind of it and we were greeted by Firies
and their awesome truck.
The kids had a great time climbing in and over the truck, and
thanking the CFS volunteers.

Maeve & Harper (Studio 1) were selected to be cast in the ABC television series
'Are You Tougher Than Your Ancestors?’
Filming for their episode took place over three days in November, on location in Hahndorf.
We imagine the series will be aired early in 2020 - What an amazing experience!

These lovely paintings and ‘lead light designs’ by Studio 1 and 2 were inspired by Mondrian.
“Neoplastic rectangles, all resembling one another and yet altogether different.”

SACA Clinic at BPS
Hi Tash and BPS team
I just wanted to say thanks to you and the front office team for helping SACA (South Australian
Cricket Association) run their School Cricket Clinic at Bridgewater Primary this year.
Our registrations of under 10’s at Bridgewater Cricket Club has more than doubled this season and
looking at their registration forms, the majority refer to the school clinic as the reason for registering.
There’s also our highest proportion of females registering, which is great.
It’s always a challenge to keep the junior numbers coming through, so thanks a lot for supporting
our cricket club through our local school and helping it attract girls and boys to play sport at
Bridgewater!
Cheers
Rick Llewellyn
Bridgewater Cricket Club
http://bridgewatercc.sa.cricket.com.au/

Bridgewater Junior Cricket Club
practicing at the town oval.

LIKE ME LIKE YOU - RECONCILIATION SA
Studio 3 attended a performance called ‘Like Me Like You’, brought to our school by
Reconciliation SA.
As part of our reflection, we discussed the differences between the Calendar brought to
Australia with the English from the Northern Hemisphere, compared to the Kaurna knowledge
about seasons. There are four distinct weather periods recognised in the Kaurna seasonal
cycle, as well as winds which can act as seasonal indicators. The mapping of Kaurna seasons
to the Australian calendar is approximate as the seasons are very changable.
Studio 3 recorded some of the Kaurna knowledge as well as the seasonal indicators that
indicate the seasons are upon us such as yabbies come out of the mud, the season of water
birds nesting or migrating, when to eat the heart of the grass trees, and the activity of snakes.

FROM KERRIE
In Garden Classes for Term 4 we have made
time for a focus on some Teamwork activities,
using mostly items which were collected for free
and have zero environmental impact.
One of these activities has been "snowball fights"
on the oval with flowers from a snowball tree
(aka Guelder Rose or Viburnum Opulus).
Students enjoyed pelting each other with these
gorgeous soft, fluffy flowers until there was
nothing left but a field of white flower confetti.

We have also been enjoying a giant cardboard
slide made from reclaimed whitegoods
packaging, which requires students to work
together to build and maintain the slide, monitor
safety of participants, as well as problem solving
how to make it work better.
This resulted in testing soap and candle wax to
decrease friction, trying various things to sit on
including cardboard and shadecloth, and using
a rope to pull each other along to make it more
fun.

A big thank you to Milla (S9) and Alyssa (S9) for spending an entire lunch time helping younger
students enjoy the slide too!

We also want to share with
you this monster asparagus
that was harvested this term
- an impressive 40cm long!

Dear Families,
This has been a really nice year with your children at
Bridgewater Primary. We have learnt lots of things in Spanish.
The little ones have worked on sounds, greetings and
introducing themselves, as well as gaining some knowledge
about numbers and colours.
With the older ones (Year 2/3 and Year 3/4) we have worked
with stories like ‘Los Tres Osos’ and ‘Caperucita Roja’ Goldilocks and the Three Bears and Little Red Riding Hood, in
order to learn and reinforce vocabulary related to family and
animals, and describing a landscape in a very simple way (hay
arboles, hay flores, hay una casa – there are trees, there are flowers and there is a house.
Year 4/5’s have learnt about different topics, including the weather: Hay sol, hace frio, seasons,
verano, primavera, otoño, invierno. We learnt about likes and dislikes, and about famous people.
The older ones learnt about preferences, sports, and free time activities: Me gustan los videojuegos,
me gusta leer, etc. We also learnt about food and we finished our unit preparing ‘churros’ and
‘pebre’ (a Chilean dip). We have learnt about holidays, and some structures: En mis vacaciones yo
voy a la montaña, yo voy en auto (for my holidays I go to the mountains by car). We have played and
sang.
It has been a good year and I would like to wish you all...
UNA FELIZ NAVIDAD y un EXCELENTE 2020
Claudia

REMEMRANCE DAY 2019
Due to this year’s swimming program, our
official Remembrance Day ceremony took
place on Friday 8th, rather than the 11th
November.

As a result of bad weather, the service was held in the school gym and was organised by Studio 1
Year 6 students.

At the ceremony, marking the anniversary of the end of World War One, we remembered those that
served in all conflicts and those that made the ultimate sacrifice.
On the 11th, Studio 9 students went to our new community memorial at Bridgewater oval and held a
one minute’s silence and laid wreaths of remembrance.

CONGRATULATIONS OLIVER!
This term, Oliver (S1) won the Josh Teague’s Hill’s Community
Colouring Completion.
Oliver received a framed copy of his artwork as well as art supplies.

While visiting, Josh was audience to
Oliver, Rohan and Andrew’s rendition of
Sweet Child Of Mine on guitar and drums
as well as Readers Theaters plays written and
presented by Studio 1 students.

THANKS
HEATHER V.K.
The students love their time with you in the Tech Room!
Each year Heather gathers up every child’s artwork and bundles
it together so they can take it home to share with their family.

RECORDER
PERFORMANCE
A large audience
enjoyed our
Recorder
Performance
again this year.
Thank you to Leah
who has once
again done an
amazing job with
these young
musicians
this year.

TAKE IT TO ZERO
The students in Studio 3 having been keeping an eye on litter in the playground since the beginning of
June this year. Becoming familiar with the litter was the foundation of this big project the studio started,
with the support from KESAB. Students needed to monitor the litter in the yard – categorise the litter
and then explore ideas to identify what could be done to change what they were finding.
The whole school helped collect the litter and then Studio 3 sorted and categorised it. What students
found was that a large majority of it was soft plastic and packaging. Of the total of 5 buckets
collected, 3 buckets were soft plastic and packaging.

Lots of discussion and thinking
about strategies occurred –
looking at what they could do.
Students decided to try out
what would happen if they
offered Nude Food Recess.
They also wanted to see if
talking to other students about
what they were finding would
change anything.

Parents attending a workshop - All about trees

Litter and the sorting and categorising was
completed by students over a period of six
months. What they found was quite a big
surprise to them and has really encouraged
them to continue on their goal of zero litter.

Here is what they found over a six month
period. The information sessions and the Nude
Food Recess had a huge impact bringing litter
down during the period of this activity to ½
bucket of soft plastic and packaging.

Best Bee Power!

Unfortunately, litter in the play area has started to increase again. Students are hoping that the Litter
Warriors project will continue in 2020 and that litter will again begin to reduce. The main goal being
zero litter and waste for the whole school.

Winding up the project for Studio 3 and the Litter Warrior project was the presentation of workshops for
students from Reception to Year 4 and parents. The workshops and activities were based on the Kids
Teaching Kids model.

Students have also written
an Eco Code…
The goal for the 2020 Litter
Warriors.
Pond Power Workshop - Turtle, platypus and fish with narrator

ECO CODE
Eco Warriors Work Together
Around our school we all care
Reduce, recycle and reuse – we can make a difference
Topsoil and the compost that’s also our business
Help our school to go to – ZERO WASTE!
We care, for the future we prepare.

Making Bee Hotels in the
amphitheatre

