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From Barb 

 

Term 3 brings the opportunity for children, teachers and parents to come together to see how 

well learning is progressing and celebrate achievement. It was great to see so many families 

enjoying this time together.  

 

While children work with teachers to track their individual progress, we also monitor and respond 

to important aspects of whole site data, including Literacy and Numeracy.  

 

We keep a close eye on children’s: 
 

 Wellbeing 

 Sense of belonging at school 

 Development in the skills they need to be good learners, now and into their future.  

 

This close monitoring means we can adapt and adjust our programs to ensure we are getting 

better results. One aspect of our work is Visible Learning, where teachers develop their capacity 

to see learning through the eyes of their students and children see themselves as their own 

teachers. We work with the principle that students who truly understand and are involved in their 

learning, do better.  

 

From Reception, our children are developing as experts in their own learning:  they use data to 

know where they are, what they need to learn next, how to go about it and what it looks like 

when they are successful.  

 

 

A few years ago we began asking children at random 

“What are you learning right now?” Their answers 

were a three way split between: 
 

 I don’t know. 

 A description of the activity – e.g. “I’m 

drawing an illustration.” 

 An explanation of learning – e.g.  “I’m 

learning how prefixes – re, de, in, ex, change 

the meaning of the word.” 

 

Within two years over 80% of children had the 

language to explain and extend their learning, with 

corresponding improvements in achievement.  
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We also monitor and respond to data from the National Student Engagement and Wellbeing Survey. 

These data over time show we are making steady progress to ensure the conditions are in place for 

more learning (quality), for more children (equity), more of the time (engagement).  

 

For example: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been deliberate in ensuring children have frequent experience of academic and social 

success, regardless of where they are in their learning. We understand that all children have the right to 

feel safe, secure and cared for. We support children to take responsibility for their own behaviour and 

learn to manage social and emotional challenges. Learning programs include mindfulness training, 

yoga, social learning programs, positive play, Child Protection Curriculum and cyber-safety. We 

support children to practise this learning confidently in their day to day encounters. All children learn 

Peer Mediation skills and older children work as mediators during play time. Programs like our amazing 

SA Living Artist Exhibition ensure that creativity is central to so many experiences at BPS. This is one of 

the ways we ensure children learn the things that matter most. SALA gave children the opportunity to 

use their creativity and collaborative skills to shout out to the world as influencers and teachers.  



 

Bridgewater Primary School SALA Exhibition 

 

 

 

“Respect our Peramangk past, honour the present and protect our future” 

 

Aboriginal cultural perspectives are strongly embedded across our site, and featured in our 2019 SA 

Living Artist exhibition of student work. Our children are developing a deep connection to the shared 

stories of this country and accepting responsibility for their part in caring for the land and animals, 

healing the hurt and building a respectful and fair future together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studio 9 - Year 6/7 Students 

Connecting Spaces 

 

These pieces are all about our relationship to our 

school. Inside each box is a painting which was 

composed using the mathematical principle of the 

Golden Ratio. The paintings show a part of the 

school special to the artist. The words around the 

inside describe each individual’s experience. The 

pattern on the back, in school colours, is individual 

to each box, but put together, makes up a pattern 

bigger and more intricate. This represents the way 

that all of us are individuals, but together we make 

a class that can be greater than the sum of its 

parts. 

 



 

 

Studio 1 and Studio 2 - Year 4/5/6 Students 

Mandalas  
 

 

These mandalas seek balance in their intricate designs. Our lives, like the paintings themselves, are full of 

things fighting for our attention. We are bombarded almost 24/7 with voices, images and opinions on top 

of the commitments to family, school and other activities. Our lives fall into a pattern week in and week 

out in which we all seek a balance in our daily lives where we can grow as people, make a positive 

contribution to our community and tend to our own wellbeing.  
 

 

The process of creation were moments of calm for the artists and they strive to share that calmness with 

the viewer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studio 4 - Year 2/3 Students 

Recycled Hand-made Paper Dress 
 

 

For 1000s of years the Peramangk were custodians of 

this land and lived sustainably upon it. The world our 

young artists have inherited is changing rapidly due to 

climate change and requires them to look at the world 

in different ways. The resources around them are no 

longer disposable, but precious and must be reused 

and recycled in bold and innovative ways.  
 

 

This piece has rescued waste and made it functional 

and beautiful. The dress is constructed with hand-made 

paper and the flowers represent the blooming of a 

return to a sustainable lifestyle. At its heart is that most 

sacred place Uluru; a symbol our artists used to show 

that all our land should be treated as sacred so we can 

protect our future. 

 



 

Studio 6 - Year 1/2 Students 

Light and Lanterns 

 

The Peramangk were the keepers of the flame. Bridgewater PS were inspired by this to host, for many 

years now, lantern walks as part of our journey towards healing and reconciliation. This work is an echo 

of the footsteps our school and community have taken together. The weaving of the lanterns 

acknowledges our different histories coming together in a shared present in which we all have 

responsibility for the land we inhabit and the direction we wish to take on our shared journey forward.  

 

Respect of the Peramangk ownership of the land 

we live on is central to our school’s values and this is 

represented through the centre of this installation. 

The mosaic works were built by many hands. Each 

individual piece is unique but together they speak 

of Watta, Kakirra, Tarra and Yultiwirra; our school 

house names and a a small step we have taken to 

keep the flame of Peramangk language alive. 

 

 

 

Studio 9 - Year 6/7 Students 

Our Place, Our Footsteps 

 

“We want to walk with you, we don’t want to walk alone.” Sir Doug Nicholls 

 

These are works of our place and our footsteps upon it. These are works of 

Reconciliation. We tread on the same place as the Peramangk have left their 

footsteps for thousands of years before us. A shared place has led to a shared 

history. When Peramangk footsteps were joined by colonial footsteps they 

experienced devastating land dispossession and a fight for their very survival. 

These paintings reflect an historical acceptance of the past and a hope that 

we can walk together in the future on the road to Reconciliation. Our artists 

acknowledge the past and want to ensure these wrongs are never repeated. 

 

Here is our place in all its beauty. Our footsteps  

tread bravely into the future.  

 

 

 



 

Studio 6, Studio 7 and Studio 8 - Reception, Year 1/2 Students  

Woven Triangles 

 

The three points of the triangles represent child, parent and school. All three form an unbreakable 

bond nurturing each other. The child grows and becomes part of the community they exist in. The 

triangle exists now and will grow again as the child becomes a parent; as such, this work speaks of the 

present and the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studio 4 and Studio 7 - Reception, Year 1/2/3 Students 

Dandelions – Make a wish for our future 

 

The simple act of picking, blowing and wishing upon a dandelion is a treasured memory  of childhood 

for many adults. What would they wish for if they could once again cast a wish as the child they once 

were? As you view these paintings, why not make a wish for our future; a wish with the hope, 

innocence and inspiration of a child. 

 

What do our children wish for our future? A world which is kinder, a world which heals old wounds and 

where we all walk together and look after one another and the land we share. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Heather and Bridgewater Primary School students for receiving a Commendation Award 

($1000) as part of the SALA School Awards evening held at the Art Gallery of SA.  

 

This is a fantastic achievement considering 40 schools were involved with 6 awards on offer. Heather, you 

should be very proud of what you achieved. Every SALA member, parent, student or community member  

I spoke to could not speak more highly of our exhibition and were amazed with how you develop such 

enthusiasm and passion from the students to produce such amazing artworks.  

 

Thank you for all your efforts. 

Shaun 

 

 



Channel 9 News Visit 
 

Channel 9 News paid us a visit this term. Their news readers 

talked to the whole school about what a day at work is like 

for them in the news room and the importance of truth in 

news stories. Our year 6’s and 7’s were lucky enough to 

take part in a workshop in which they played the part of 

reporter and producer during a live cross news report. The 

Channel 9 transmission truck was full of buttons and 

switches and the latest in high tech equipment for us to 

use. It was a great opportunity to see the various different 

jobs that go into making the news come alive on our TV 

screens. I wouldn’t be surprised to see some of our students 

reporting on the TV in the future, they were naturals in front 

of the camera! 

 

Later that night we were part of the News as Channel 9 

broadcast live from our stunning SALA exhibition. Thanks to 

all the families who came along to make it a special 

evening and a wonderful showcase of our student’s 

talents to the wider world. 

 



 

Welcome Bella! 
 

We have been so fortunate to have had reading dog ‘Bella’ 

and her lovely owner Jas volunteer their time at Bridgey this 

term.  Children have been motivated, enthused and happy 

to read to 

Bella. 
 

Bella is a good 

listener and 

never makes 

readers 

correct 

mistakes! 

 

The new playground swing set is very 

popular! 

Primary School Jumper Day at HHS 
 

Now in year 12, Julia, Stella, Murray & Toby  

say Shaun was their year 6 teacher and  

Jonah was their year 7 teacher.  

Their Seniors tops still fit and still look great!  

Nature Play - alive and well at Bridgey PS 

What a champ! Sonny (S7) donated 

his ‘tooth fairy’ money to the school! 



Festival Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

On Saturday 21st September, a number of our students performed on stage at the Adelaide Festival 

Theatre as part of the Public Primary Schools’ Festival of Music. 
 

The Primary Schools Festival of Music, an official state icon, is a public school-based music education 

program which is a collaboration between the Department for Education and the SAPPS Music 

Society, which gives all SA public primary students the opportunity to perform at a prestigious venue. 

The commissioned work was entitled “Dear Pen Pal” which was a series of songs composed by local 

musician Robyn Habel about Adelaide’s sister cities and having a pen pal. The concert ended with a 

spectacular sea of colour. 
 

During the concerts there were a number of Guest Artists from public primary and secondary schools, 

other choir items that presented different musical genre, and two pieces that specifically showcased 

the talents of the orchestra. 
 

It was a spectacular event that our students enjoyed being  

a part of. 

 

 
The Festival of Music concert last night was fantastic. I am 

so appreciative of the support BPS gives to being 

involved, I know not all schools do it and its a lot of work.  

It was an amazing showcase for public education and I 

loved how it brought so many diverse school communities 

together. The Bridgey kids got so much out of being 

involved.  

Special thanks and congratulations to Claire and all 

others involved. 

      Kind regards, Robyn 

                  (parent) 

 

Our choir did a wonderful 

job as part of the Festival 

Choir. 
  

What an experience to 

sing on such a famous 

stage! It is the culmination 

of many hours of hard 

work and dedication from 

our students and choir 

teacher Claire.  
 

Congratulations to all of 

you on your success, we 

are proud of you all.  
 

   Jonah 



 

BPS QUIZ NIGHT 

 

Congratulations to the Fundraising Committee - the inaugural BPS Quiz 

Night was a great success, raising over $1800. 

 

We wish to thank all those who donated goods, approached businesses  

for donations and/or helped out in any way.  Thank you and well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nude Food Recess 
 

Studio 3 came up with the idea of offering Nude Food Recess when 

investigating and researching the impact of plastic and packaging 

on our environment. The students have also been sorting and 

categorising the litter picked up just from the school playground 

area. So far they have conducted three pick-up and sortings of 

rubbish. What the children found, was that even though the majority 

of children are putting their litter in bins there was approximately 2 

buckets of plastic and packaging each time we have cleaned up 

the yard.  

 

Studio 3 is aiming to reduce the waste in the playground to zero and 

to start a conversation about the need for package free recess and 

lunches. 

 

Save the 
Environment! 

 

Thanks for a great night - the inaugural  BPS Quiz 

Night was great fun! 
 

The energy in the hall was so lively and positive.  

And it was great to have a social night out, sans 

kids, but still be at a 'school function' with the great 

Mums & Dads of BPS. 
 

    Thanks again.  Cas Stokes 

       (parent) 

 

 



 



 

Studio 2 artwork from the book 

GIRL ON WIRE  

by Lucy Estella and Elise Hurst 

 

Studio 9 artwork from the book 

THE HAPPINESS BOX - A wartime  book of hope by Mark Greenwood and Andrew McClean 

Studio 4 - from the book  

RAINBOW BEAR by Stephen Michael King 



 

Studio 6 & 7 Artwork - NONI THE PONY RESCUES A JOEY By Alison Lester 

Studio 8 from TRICKY’S BAD DAY By Alison Lester 

Studio 3 - Artwork from the book HERE COMES STINKBUG by Tohby Riddle 



 

 

 

 

                    From The Advertiser... 

 

Studio 3 have been going bush with Nicola on 

Fridays. Learning about habitat, fungi and 

ecosystems in this beautiful patch of remnant 

bushland on our doorstep.  

Heron Reserve  Inhabitants - Sundew 

Heron Reserve Inhabitants - Termite Mound 

Heron Reserve 
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TEACHER’S STRIKE 
 

As you will be well aware our teachers have been involved in Industrial Action this year. It has been over 

a year since the previous Enterprise Agreement expired and we believe the delay in a fair offer from the 

State Government is unacceptable. We don’t take this action lightly and we’d like to thank all those 

families who have given us their support and an extra special thanks to those parents and children who 

have joined us in support and solidarity at the rallies in the city and in Stirling. 
 

We want the best public education learning environment for every South Australian child and young 

person. We understand your children and know their learning needs.  We have high levels of complexity 

in our classrooms with an increasing proportion of students needing specialised attention.  
 

The AEU and its members advocate for improving conditions in public education. 

 

STUDENT’S STRIKE 
 

 

 



 WALK A MILE IN MY BOOTS 

 

Bridgey took part in Walk A Mile for Hutt St Centre for the 6th year in a row this term. Thank you to 

everyone who took part and sent donations which will directly assist the homeless community through 

the excellent work of Hutt St Centre.  

 

For a handful of students it was their second Walk A Mile this year as they had taken part in the huge 

city event earlier in the term. A special congratulations to Zoe Y from Studio 2 who raised over $600!  

 

It is a terrific way for our school to come together and make a positive contribution to our wider 

community. Empathy and kindness are two important qualities for all of us to have and Walk A Mile is 

an opportunity to develop these in each and every one of us.   

 



 

Studio 6 

 

This year, Studio 6 chose to call themselves  

‘Self Managing Sea Lions’. 

 

We made soft toy sea lions with hand stitching.  

A visit from a marine biologist was organised.  

Dr. Kristian Peters completed a PHD on Australian 

sea lions. He brought along specimens; skulls, 

whiskers, etc. to share with us. There was a great 

power point presentation. 

 

Our children were so absorbed and interested -  

a great experience for us all! 

 

 



 

From Pete Best - Bridgewater Captain - CFS 
 

Through cooperation & collaboration we made a huge impact on the entrance to 

Bridgewater by addressing erosion & feral trees.  

 

We planted hundreds of trees & grasses to beautify the waste land as you enter Bridgewater adjacent to 

the Bridgewater CFS station. 

 

The trees & plants that were supplied by AHC are also Fire Retardant species, they were selected to show 

what can be done in a high risk area as the Adelaide Hills. 

 

The children from the Bridgewater Primary school were an 

amazing army in enabling us to get a great start to this 

area, more mulch still to go. Wally on the tractor was also 

a great asset as were AHC staff. 

 

A huge thank you goes out to the following groups for lots 

of hard work & support over the last 12 months 

 

 Adelaide Hills Council  

 Bridgewater Primary students & Kerrie  

 Arbury Park Outdoor School - David & Wally 

 Bridgewater Country Fire Service members 

 Murray Harding Earth Movers Carey Gully 

 SA Gov - Dept of Infrastructure & Planning. 

 

This also goes to show that we are more than a Fire 

Service, we are immensely proud and care for our 

community. If you wish to be part of this we are currently 

recruiting so come along and join our team. 

 

Thanks again. 

Pete 

 



STUDIO 7 with Chantal 
 

Fairy Tale Friday 
 

During Term 3, Studio 7 has 

been exploring English, STEM 

and Art through Fairy Tales and 

Nursery Rhymes!  
 

Every Friday we have looked at 

different Fairy Tales and 

sequenced the stories 

(beginning, middle, end), 

written recounts on these stories, 

explored solving a problem 

using STEM related to the Fairy 

Tale, and we have been getting 

creative with some awesome 

Fairy Tale arts and crafts!  
 

This has been a wonderful way 

to make learning even more fun 

through this magical theme. We 

definitely look forward to Fairy 

Tale Friday every week! 
 

So far our highlights have been:  
 

The Three Little Pigs – We built houses out of straws, sticks and Lego bricks and tried to blow them down 

with a hair dryer. 
 

The Gingerbread Man – We 

explored floating and sinking 

and made a raft for the 

Gingerbread man to float 

across the river! 
 

Humpty Dumpty – We worked 

on making a way to save 

Humpty Dumpty from cracking 

when he falls off the wall! 
 

Little Red Riding Hood – We 

used our awesome 

imaginations to create a way 

for Little Red Riding Hood to 

travel over the woods to 

Grandma’s house without 

running into the Big Bad Wolf. 

 

Studio 7 is keen to see what 

Fairy Tale Friday brings in  

Term 4! 

 

 



 

Studio 7 and 9 Reading Buddies 

Over the last term Studio 9 has buddied up with Studio 7 weekly to read! At the beginning some of our 

Studio 7 kids were nervous about having the older kids working with them, so this has been an awesome 

opportunity for Studio 7 to get to know the older kids in the school, while also being a great opportunity 

for Studio 9 to be wonderful mentors! Studio 9 have been wonderful reading buddies this term and 

Studio 7 is keen to keep reading with them in Term 4! 



Studio 2 Kitchen Session with Sam 
 

How lovely... to prepare a meal and share the meal 

outside on the piazza in the beautiful sunshine! 



Artist:  Erin (Studio 9) - Erin just left BPS to return with her family to W.A. - Good luck Erin! 

 

Artwork Title:  Tree Wonder 

 

Description:  My work is inspired by Australian artist Arthur Boyd.  It shows the school’s secret 

garden which is a quiet and peaceful place where I can be surrounded by nature. 

 

 

 

This stunning piece of artwork has been purchased by MP Rebekha Sharkie to hang in her 

office in Parliament House, Canberra.  

 




