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magazine  

From Barb  

 

We often share with families the Mem Fox 

quote "Reading should be like chocolate, not 

medicine."  

 

Many families have busy, busy schedules and 

it's sometimes difficult to squeeze in a shared 

story at the end of the day. But it is such an 

important part of children's learning and 

wellbeing. A book in bed can help children 

become an apprentice to a master reader. 

They can learn about predicting and inference 

as you share your wondering about what might 

happen next, or thoughts about why a 

character says a certain thing. They can watch you re -read, or read ahead to check for meaning, 

or go back and correct a word if it doesn't make sense. They might see you try and guess a word if 

you aren't sure of the meaning. You can find more information about the setting, or the characters 

or by examining the pictures, and sometimes you will 

find something that isn't in the words. One of the most 

important parts of this ritual is how this makes your 

child feel, and how they come to view engaging with 

books as fun, even when it's challenging - it's not just 

a job to get done.  

 

Some families may also have storytelling as part of 

their bedtime routine. This can be as simple as 

everyone sharing the best part about today, or the 

thing I did that made me feel proud, challenged, 

successful, exhausted, etc.  

 

Parents can reinforce resilient behaviours by helping 

children choose positive feelings, gratitude and trust 

in their own capabilities.  

This is particularly 

important if children are dwelling on problems and getting stuck in 

those feelings.  

 

A routine of using stories to call up positive feelings is a great strategy 

for helping children build resilience and a positive outlook. This is 

especially powerful if the story is about overcoming an obstacle or 

negative feeling.  

 

Continued on page 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Continued from page 1...  

 

You'll notice most stories for children include a hero, a problem, and a resolution. You or your child 

can be the hero, the problem can be based on something real and it can be hammed up and 

exaggerated to add to the fun. What's great about this is 

that, over time, children will begin to think about things 

that happen during their day that they can use in a story 

that night. It helps with their memory, their imagination, 

their resilience, their social skills, and their language and 

listening skills. Itõs like putting their brain growth into top 

gear!  

 

Storytelling can be Aboriginal Dreaming stories, stories 

about your children when they were babies, stories from 

other cultures, stories about a family of monkeys who all 

happen to have the same names as your family, timeless 

tales or made up nonsense. Some stories can help children make sense of the Rules for Living, 

others are just to play with words. It's primal and timeless and adds so much to childhood. It's a 

good investment... even if they are in Year 7.  

 

If you need some inspiration, Google storytelling and see what you find. Then, screens off!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

If your family has a nice story about reading or storytelling together at your place, please share 

with us. We would love to share some photos, or 80 words or less stories, about reading at home in 

our next Magazine. Please email to dl.0636.info@schools.sa.edu.au  with Magazine  in the subject 

line.  

 

mailto:dl.0636.info@schools.sa.edu.au


STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths)  

SENATOR THE HON SIMON BIRMINGHAM VISITS BPS 

 

Minister Birmingham, the Federal Minister for Education and Training, visited BPS in August to see the 

work we are doing in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths) and to announce the 

Governmentõs continued funding of the CSIRO 

Scientists in Schools  program.  

 

Bridgey kids in Junior Primary studios have 

worked with a CSIRO scientist over the last 

couple of years.  Whilst here the Minister was 

also able to see the STEM work our studio did 

earlier in the year with our Go -Kart Maths and 

Cube Surface Area/Volume work.  

 

Minister Birmingham was met and shown around 

by PM Kobi and Jessica.  

 

They did a wonderful job of talking about the 

great learning experiences Bridgey has to offer, 

including our Student Parliament. Well done & 

thank you.  

 

The Minister also had an opportunity to see the 

Stardome we had in the gym for Science Week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MINISTERõS FACE BOOK POST 

& TWEET 

 

As part of National Science Week , today Greg Hunt 

MP and I announced the Turnbull Government will 

provide $10 million for CSIRO to extend the Scientist 

and Mathematicians in Schools programme - It's a 

great programme that links practising scientists, 

mathematicians, engineers and IT professionals with 

teachers and their students. Here I am at Bridgewater 

Primary in SA to mark the announcement this morning, 

where the Grade 2s and 3s were showing off some of 

the science experiments they've been doing. Want to 

know more? Visit http://bit.ly/2bgyZpT  

https://www.facebook.com/nationalscienceweek/
https://www.facebook.com/greg.hunt.mp/
https://www.facebook.com/greg.hunt.mp/
https://www.facebook.com/CSIROnews/
http://bit.ly/2bgyZpT


 

STEM @ BPS 
(Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths)  

  

Studio 21 were gifted with a visit from Graeme, a retired IT 

specialist and kite enthusiast.  

 

Their learning included:  

 

¶ The principles of aerodynamics and the design elements    

       that make a kite take off, stay up and easy to control  

¶ How to represent their designs as mathematical drawings  

       that are scaled and detailed that can be used to  

       accurately construct the design  

¶ How to analyse the design elements and make modifications to improve their kite  

       construction and joining techniques  

¶ Productive failure and growth mindset ð what to do when you donõt know what to do, and 

how to persist when things go wrong!  

 

Earlier this year these students investigated cubes in maths. They 

figured out together that there was a relationship between 

surface area and the volume of a cube.  

 

Teachers noticed children transferring the learning that happening 

during the cubes investigation into the building of kites. There was 

also practical revision of calculating the area of triangles and 

rectangles.  

  

 

S21 Challenge:  Will you remember this work when you encounter 

surface area:volume  ratios in later studies as you learn about 

biology, fire spread or physical chemistry?  

  

  

 

Emma decided to double the size of her kite because she 

thought a larger surface area would give her better lift and 

control.  

 

She overcame 

c o n s t r u c t i o n 

c o m p l i c a t i o n s 

(keeping angles 

and uprights in 

place so they 

could be joined) 

and built an 

impressive box kite.  

  

 

 

 

 


