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 From Barb...  

 

Public and Proud  

 

Bridgewater Primary School is very proud to be a high 

performing public school. You may be surprised to know 

that public schools perform as well, and in some cases 

better than independent or Catholic schools when 

comparing children from similar socio -economic 

backgrounds. Public school primary principals strongly 

advocate for schools where children are not segregated on 

religious, gender or socio -economic grounds; where 

children learn to get along with, value and work with everyone.  

The children in public schools like ours would benefit so much from a fairer share of the 

education dollar. We could offer smaller classes, better resources and more adults to help 

children with their learning and creative endeavours. Please think about the place of public 

education and why many of us are committed to keeping it strong. Who knows? If each of us 

takes the opportunity to talk up our public schools we may be able to change the 

conversation, change political views and improve policy.  
 

 

Our public education system - worth protecting  

 

Many of us take our public education system for granted. It 

has just always been there. But changes over the decades 

have eroded the status and funding of our public schools. 

Alan Reid, a Professor at the University of South Australia 

has studied our public school system and is alerting us to its 

value to Australian society. The public system serves ALL 

children and seeks to ôlevel the playing fieldõ in order to 

give every child equal access to the benefits of a good life. 

It is important that everyone understands the vital role that 

the public school systems plays in creating a fair Australian 

community.  
 

 

Alan says that the public education system is there as a 

common good é that is a service to benefit all Australians regardless of income or 

background. òThe first step in defending and promoting public education is to return to the 

foundational understandings upon which public education has been built, to ensure that 

these inform policy and practice in Australian education, and that these foundational 

understandings are preserved and strengthened, rather than ignored or diminished.ó 

 

Continued  Page 2  

 

 



Inclusivity  

 

Inclusivity is something else that sets public schools apart. Our school takes all comers. Every child 

deserves a great education so we take every child that comes through our door. We pride 

ourselves on our cultural and social diversity and research shows that learning in such an 

environment is a real advantage.  

 

It develops dispositions of compassion , empathy  and  trust 

in children who have gone through an education system 

that welcomes and embraces diversity . Thatõs how the 

world is, so children who learn alongside children with 

diverse strengths, abilities and backgrounds are well 

prepared for the real world. School systems that are 

selective miss out on the opportunity to develop strength 

through diversity.  

 

Collaboration - thatõs what makes public education special 

 

Our public education system is precious and worth celebrating and protecting. The way schools 

work together is one of its strengths. All public schools and preschools are grouped into Local 

Partnerships. This structure helps us to collaborate closely together to improve student learning.  
 

Together we moderate childrenõs work in the different learning areas, share ideas about good ways 

of teaching and tips on how to make the play spaces better, and share programs and strategies to 

support all students.  
 

Our local public schools help each other to provide the best education for our children.  

 

Extracted from the Public Education Statement, launched at DECD Leaders Day in April, 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

The  

Uke  

Club  

Weaving with wool and natural materials by Studio 8  



 
Sean Choolburra  

entertained one and all 

with his music and stories.  

 
Ivan ôTiwuõ 

Copley  

Welcomed  

To Country  

and  

performed a 

smoking  

ceremony to 

commemorate 

Reconciliation 

Week.  



 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƛƴŀŦƻǊŜǎΗ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŶŎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ 

CǊƻƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳǊƛŜǊΩ   

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ [ŜŀƘ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀƛǊŜΣ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ  

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ IŜǊƻƴ ǎǘǳŘƛƻǎΗ 

рл vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ¢ƻ !ǎƪ ¸ƻǳǊ YƛŘǎ 

LƴǎǘŜŀŘ hŦ !ǎƪƛƴƎ  

άIƻǿ ²ŀǎ ¸ƻǳǊ 5ŀȅέ 
 

ƘǧǇΥκκƘŜǊǾƛŜǿŦǊƻƳƘƻƳŜΦŎƻƳκрл-

ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ-ǘƻ-ŀǎƪ-ȅƻǳǊ-ƪƛŘǎ-ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ-ƻŦ

-ŀǎƪƛƴƎ-Ƙƻǿ-ǿŀǎ-ȅƻǳǊ-Řŀȅκ 


