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2020 : Term 1 & 2

At BPS we pride ourselves on being a strong community school and this has never been more
evident than it has this year. This community - families, children and staff - are to be
congratulated for the way in which we have navigated these unfamiliar times together.
Staff have rallied to ensure children feel cared for
and safe in such uncertain times, while working
hard to manage the unavoidable disruptions to
routines and learning programs. Families have
supported new procedures and sprinkled staff
with positivity and gratitude. Your support has
been greatly appreciated by staff and helped
to keep the wheels in motion on difficult days.
Children have shown us how independent,
positive and resilient they can be.

HOLIDAYS...

I’m not saying it’s been all smooth sailing. I am
saying that when we work together, when we
care for each other, when we consider each
other’s situations – as we have this year – those
little sparkles of positivity and hope can help all
of us get through these difficult times together.
You may have seen the media campaign reminding us that complacency is our biggest threat in
SA. As we head into Term 3 we will have the opportunity to open things up little by little, one step
at a time. Please remember that we all still need to socially distance. We are in a good place in
SA but the Covid-19 threat is far from over.
As we head into the holidays it’s also a good time to stop and reflect on how well each of us are
taking care of ourselves, both our physical selves and our wellbeing. We hope you find a bit of fun
together in the coming weeks with your wonder filled children.
Thank you BPS Community.

We want to pass on our gratitude for how well
you and all the Bridgey staff have managed the
challenges of the last few months. We can only
begin to imagine the logistical, educational and
social factors you have had to work with.
It has been really valuable to have such clear
and considered communication from the school
and especially from you, Barb. Thank you and
keep up the great work.
S9 Parents

Can I just say you all are doing
such an amazing job supporting
your students, parents and each
other. This is our first year at BPS
as a family and the ongoing
support from the school at this
difficult time has been nothing
short of excellent. Keep up the
great work.
S8 Parent

Children were set the challenge of creating a portrait of staff members.
This is Joey and Noah’s (S6) portrait of Barb

Child,

noun

1. noise with dirt on it

Aide Monsieur Patate Tête trouverez toutes parties de son corps!
(Help Mr. Potato Head find all parts of his body!)
By Barb
Way back in January this year I attended the first Harvard University course for leaders in Sydney,
Australia. The Harvard lecturers led a huge theatre full of leaders to do an activity with Mr. Potato
Head.
It is an example of Rapid Cycle Review. The educators and hospital workers amongst you may be
familiar with the process. Helping Mr Potato Head find his bits was a lot fun, and also a great learning
experience. Bridgey staff did this together in Week 0 of Term 1 as part of our professional learning.
We put Monsieur Patate together as fast as we could while meeting the quality criteria - he had to
look exactly like the picture. After a few cycles, a lot of thinking and a great deal of teamwork, we
learnt to get better, faster and more accurate.
The principle is to:
·

Make a plan based on your best guess,
prior knowledge, skills and experience

·

Test your plan

·

Make a new plan

·

Do it again and measure improvement

·

Repeat

Teachers quickly invented ways to use this rapid
improvement model with children and came up
with all kinds of creative learning experiences.
We understand that children need time and
practice to refine skills in many concepts so it’s
important they get the chance to watch
themselves get better and faster.
If you have Mr. Potato Head at home, why not
have a go?
Score your accuracy, plan for improvement
and time.
Accuracy Scoring
3 – All pieces on Mr. Potato Head and positioned correctly
2 – All pieces on Mr. Potato Head, but one or more is out of place
1 – One or more pieces are not on Mr. Potato Head

‘Birch Trees in Autumn’ - produced by budding artists in Studio 2
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TERM 1 - VOLLEYBALL CLINIC AT BPS
by Jess (S2 Kai’s mum)
Over 35 Bridgewater Primary School students from years 4-7 took advantage of the free volleyball clinic
that took place over 4 weeks on Wednesday's in the gym after school. The clinic was supported by
Heathfield High School's Special Interest Volleyball head coach Stuart Scott and former Beach
Volleyball
Olympic
player
Summer
Lochowicz
(also Mum
to Lachie &
Addie).
It was
fantastic to
have
current
special
interest
volleyball
students Brielle, Nicola and Wilan (ex BPS student) help run the program. They are big sisters and big
brother to siblings at BPS.
Participants where run through an introductory volleyball skills set which focussed on technique and
game sense. Improvements were noticeable amongst all who attended.

Pre-Covid19 days: Love our school! Jude with big year 5’s, playing together in the sand pit on Monday
and Friday mornings. Saying ‘Bye’ when he leaves is a round of high fives and hugs.

Term 1
Acquaintance Night
Raised funds for Bridgewater CFS
Cupcake sale by Studio 1 girls, raised $156.
Thanks Brielle, Hester, Evie, Savannah, Emma and Maya W.
BBQ raised approximately $260.
Plus a box of woollen socks collect by BPS was donated to
the CFS Volunteers.

Thank you to all the Bridgewater Primary
School staff who have worked through
their pandemic.
It did feel a little like this at times!

Dorothy the Dinosaur…
Oops, not Dorothy…
Dani, from Studio 4, delivering some
BPS work packs to our ‘Work from
Home’ kids last term.

Nature Education with Claire
2020 NRM Grant
Bounceback – How does the Australian Bush respond to Fire? How can we help?
2020 began with our community shaken by the summer
bushfires. We were surrounded by stories of loss and
destruction. I felt that there was another story to tell, of the
resilience of the Australian bush. This narrative is particularly
important to our communities at this time. It is an attitude
reflected in the character of the Aussie battler.
Living in a high fire-risk area, it is important to teach resilience in
the face of natural disaster. Many Australian species have
adaptations to regenerate after a fire. For example, some
seeds are triggered by fire to germinate, epicormic growth
appears after fire from beneath the ground or beneath the
bark of trees. The structure and diversity of intact bushlands
create microclimates that support recovery. Indeed, some of
our species have evolved over thousands of years to respond
to fire, and a lack of fire can cause them to drop out of the
ecosystem.
Habitat Loss is another area we hope to address through this grant. Habitat decline has been an issue
for decades, and the bushfires have brought habitat awareness into the spotlight. Through this
program we will learn about the importance of native plants in providing habitat for native animals.
We hope that our community discover the beauty and function of native bushland and develop a
greater connection with the land. I am a
believer in the healing power of nature,
and in the role that the land has to play in
bringing up our kids.
At Bridgewater we believe that children’s
activism plays a role in restoring optimism.
We want them to recognise that they have
a part to play in the protection and
recovery of our environment. Children will
learn the properties of different species
and their functions in the ecosystem. We
will collect indigenous seed to propagate
plants. Plants will be donated to land
holders affected by fire, and to local
families keen to restore habitat in their
communities. We will showcase these
plants on the school site to promote their
beauty and potential in urban
landscaping. We hope that you enjoy
watching the changing landscape of our
outdoor classroom at the front of our
school.

STUDIO 9 POPART
Based on the work of Roy Lichtenstein (1923-1997).
Lichtenstein based many of his paintings on cartoon images.
They had dots on them because that’s how comic books in 1970’s made different tones.

ARBURY PARK
OUTDOOR SCHOOL
We were all fortunate enough to attend Arbury Park Outdoor School this term. What a fabulous
learning experience for all of the children from Reception to Year 7.
The Early Years were involved in investigating bugs and creatures in the forest, a forest walk to listen to
and observe the sights and sounds of our Australian Bush. They learnt about composting and the
important job that worms do for our soil in a hands on investigative way.
Everyone was excited to hear about “Appy Arbury” the mythical forest gentleman who lives in the
forest and cares for the animals and plants of Arbury Park. They helped set up Appy’s campsite and
loved learning about the campsite equipment for cooking on the campfire.
After a catered lunch, all of the Early Years children used the Nature Play area and equipment
provided to design their own play spaces. So much imaginative play, collaboration and conversation
came from this experience.
We can’t wait to go again!

Year 5/6/7’s from Studio 9 and Studio1 had a
brilliant couple of days at Arbury Park.
There were plenty of opportunities to show off
their team work skills and explore the natural
environment.
It was fascinating to see such a wide range of
life up close under the microscopes, Studio 9
counted 26 different species from the ponds.

Note: I zzy B is able to walk on water!

.
Studio 2 also
had their day
at Arbury
Park Outdoor
School.
They
discovered
amazing
pond life
looking
through the
microscopes.

Autumn is inspirational!
The water coloured leaves above by Studio 6 look beautiful!
Lovely Autumn artwork below by students in Studio 9.

In the Garden with Kerrie
It has been a busy and productive time in garden classes this term. We have been busy in the
garden with Autumn and early Winter tasks of removing old crops, pruning bushes, and identifying
seasonal plants and weeds. If you have a child in Studio 3, you may have already heard about our
epic Plant ID and Sandpit Treasure Hunt lesson!

Studio 7 with the carrots they harvested

Studio 7 moved a lot of mulch

In garden classes, children have been helping to maintain various parts of our play areas around the
yard. This has included many children pitching in to move sand we had delivered for the sandpit,
many barrows of mulch moved and spread around the trees outside our OSHC area, a trailer load of
quartz sand wheel-barrowed to cover the muddy area around the large rainwater tank, and helping
spread lots of extra soft-fall under play equipment in our playground.

Studio 3 with their mulching efforts
We are very fortunate to have a garden program which means we have a range of tools for the
children to participate in looking after our beautiful grounds.

Bridgey Primary School’s groundsman, Daryl, having fun with a little Dingo Digger.
Daryl dug under the Birdsnest Swing to loosen the soil and bark chips, then added extra
soft fall to ensure our kids are as safe as can be!
Thanks Daryl!!!

It was very exciting when
the truck dumped a
4 tonne of extra sand
near the compass for
our Nature Play area.
‘All Hands on Deck!’
cried Barb, and all
together, they moved
the new sand to the
sandpit area near
Studio’s 7 and 8.
Great effort everyone!

Studio 9 created these amazing tonal drawings based on a painting by
artist Edward Hopper called ‘House by the Railroad’.

“We show respect together,
We share this land together,
We walk together,
Hand in hand together,

Reconciliation Week, 2020”

Throughout the current ‘Black Lives Matter’ movement, the
children have grown to appreciate the importance of standing
up for what you believe in.

Music Education with Claire
Music is a part of our children’s education from day one at Bridgewater Primary School. While
it is a weekly experience of joy, beauty and creative expression, my role as a music educator is
not to produce professional musicians. My job is equally about producing effective learners
and creative members of society.
Research tells us that musical learning stimulates more parts of the brain than any other experience1.
It results in faster, more consistent, bigger and more effective brains. This leads to improved
academic functioning. Music learning has been proven to enhance the development of Literacy, Numeracy, Executive Functions and Social Skills in children, and adults too.
So, enjoy our performances, and I encourage you to support your young ones with singing (in
tune or not), beat making, playing rhyming nonsense games, finding and copying funky
rhythms, picking out bass lines, and otherwise expanding the horizons of their world of music.
Have fun together!

Claire

Reference1 Dr Anita Collins – Bigger Better Brains 2018, <https://biggerbetterbrains.com>

BPS Choir 2020

Studio 8 was learning about shapes by tracing them and colouring with water colour paints.

Studio 8 also learnt how to use rulers. Don’t they look great!

